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folely to the door of the Muſicians: This obliged themeto lay b 
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to the Public by Mr. Disc Es, Comedian, date 

at the Theatre of Edinburgh, April th, in anſwer 
an Addreſs to the Public, | 

this City 


, 


Aſperſions of that Man: 


x 


| cd power of lawleſs tyranny, there is no relief to their miſery? Tears and protny 
are the ſole expreſſions of their grief; and even theſe are recompenſed with an addinons 


al wcight of chain or multiplied ſtrokes of the laſh. Bur in a land of liberty, where 7 


violence and injuſtice are reſtrained by public laws, wrongs may ſafely be — 
of, without drcad of the taſk-maſter, and juſtice be obtained in ſpite of the oppreſſo 
But though the laws may reſtrain the outward acts of wickedneſs; it cannot correct the 
heart) rancorous malice and deep-mouthed calumny will be is 
rally beftowed againſt the innocent perfon, who is protected from other oppreſſion 
and falfchood and deceit, will be employed to blacken thoſe who dare to vindicate thei 
right, agatuſt the encroachments of mijtifticey andahe inſolence of power, © 


e 
Mr. Digges, manager. of the, theatre, having, by his conduct, forced the Maſi 
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y the Band of Muſic in 5 


OBSERVATIONS on a printed Paper; addtef 
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for their vindication againſt the ſcandao 
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V 7 HN the ſubjects of oppreſſion are under the abſolute dominion and uncontrauE 7 


: 
: 
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tians, who were there. employed, to abandon their ſervice in the houſe, had endeavours,” 


ed to remove from his audience the ſuſpicion of his being in pot by laying the blame 
and fimple narrative of the ground of quarrel. And Mr. Digyes has thought pro 


re the pubſie a plaid 


like ways, in an addreſs to the public; to repreſent this matter as an iniquitous combina 1 
tion of the whole Band of Muſic againſt him, proceeding from the indiſeretion of one 


man, whoſe conduct, and that of the whole Band; he endeavours to blacken by falſe 
and ſcurribbus aſperſions, and an unjuſt repreſentation of facts. un HTS 
To rectify theſe, and to ſet hin bok | 

in their true light, the Muſicians humbly pray the patience of their honourable patron 
to 13 the following obſervations; and they ſhall advance nothing but What is yy 
and what, upon a proper inquiſition, they averr can be proved to be ſuch. 7 © 
Mr. Marine having ſome time before advertiſed a concert in Mary's Chapel for his 
benefit, he fecored the beſt part of the muſic'to attend him on Tueſday the 21 
February. About eight days before, he had occaſion to apply for money from Mr 
Callendar one of the Managers of the play-houſe; but was not a little ſurpriſed, When 


Mr. Callendar, inſtead of anſwering his juſt demand, fell in a paſſion,” and, among o 


ther abuſivc language, very modeſtly aſked Mr. Marine with a ſneer, “ Pray Sir, how 
* would you rciith a play upon Tueſday ! ” well knowing that to be the day appoint- 


ccd for his concert: to which Mr. Marine made little or no reply, not imagining that 


any ſuch thing would be propofed, as the muſic was long before all engaged by him. 
But to his great ſurprize upon Monday the 2oth, after the play was over, one of the 
Players came upon the ſtage and ſignified, that to-morrow evening, being Tuefdayy 
the Beggar's Opera was to be performed. Mr. Marine thereupon addreſt himſelf to 


oO 


aviour of Mr: Digges and his aſſociate Mr. Callendat 3 


the ladics and gentlemen preſent, and begged to be excuſed for the want of the muſic. þ 


that evening; becauſe it conſiſted with the knowledge of both Managers and Players, 
he had long before beſpoke them to his concert, where he hoped the company would 
excuſe their attending. To what niotive this behaviour can be imputed, Mr. Marine 


mall not pretend to ay only he begs leave to think that it was doing him a'very gx 
prejudice, whoever the author or contriver might be, more eſpecially as he had fix 


ed his concert to a Tucſday, a day on which it was not then the practice of acting in 
the play-houſe. Dn | e 
This is the fatal ſource to which Mr. Digges would aſeribe the preſent conduct B 
the Muſicians. Mr. Marine, forfooth, was diſobliged, and his diſguſt, in Mr; Digges's | | 
opinion, cafily operated on his indifcrect diſpoſition, to foment diviſion and confulion®mn 
the theatre, And for this purpoſe, he repreſents Mr. Marine, from his gent inen / 
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8 62 
| and ſway. among the Band, working up the ſmall matter of one week and four days pay, 
into a general rebellion. FED E x 
41 The world will not eaſily believe, that a body of men, without other catiſe, woull 
be induced, merely to gratify the extravagant 58 of one turbulent perſon, io ne- 
| their own immediate intereſt, and at the dame time, run the hazard of incurring the 
ailpleaſure of the nobility and gentry, by whoſe munificence they live. But the cauſe 
lies deeper, and they defy Mr. Digges to contravert what they 27 
The Public will be informed, To the Band of Muſic engaged with the Players for 
three plays in the week only, which, in terms of their engagement, they very punttually 
performed. And although they were obliged to no more, yet they were till ready and 
willing to attend upon more, if it did not interfere with other buſineſs of greater con- 
ſequence to them. How this contract has been executed on the part of the Managers, 
ye public will judge, when they are informed, that at the time when Mr. Digges ſays 
deep arrears was only one week four days pay, there was truly due to the Muſici- 
ans, no 72 than 24 l. Sterling, a conſiderable part whereof has been due ever fince the 
e r | "44 1 
+ The complaints of theatrical tyranny are too common, and in Edinburgh theatrical 
«ng $a 24 is too notorious for the xx" aa in a play-houſe not to be on their guard, 
and to keep a watchful eye over the Managers, who are truly no more than ſtewards to 
the company. Accordingly the Muſicians had Mr. Digges's promile, or word of honour, 
to Pay them punctually every Saturday at mid-day. But in this he has failed, and 
thereby forteited his Honour, if ſuch phraſe can with propriety be uled by a man; whoſe 
. miſconduct and indiſcretion has thryſt. him out of that rank of life, in which it can pro- 
perly be applied. * 
-, The modeſt demands and gentle expoſtulations of the Muſicians were anſwered with 
the haughty airs of ſupercilious contempt and important authority. To avoid theſe, 


hey commiſſioned Mr. Marine, in their names, to receive their money t and this truſt, 
ſo 
the 


r as was in his power, he has executed to the ſatisfaction of the Band. But when 
y found their arrears ſwelling rather to too large a ſum, ſome remedy ſeemed neceſ- 
fary; and after ſeveral meſſages to Mr. Digges and Mr. Callendar, delivered to their 
clerk, it was thought neceſſary by the whole body, to ſend a more preſſing one by 
Mr. Marine and Mr. Thomſon, to deſire their payment, otherways they would be o- 
bliged to withdraw from the theatre. | 5 5 
| Mr, Digges well knew that this meſſage was the voice of the whole Band: But as 
he could not be without them, his reſentment was expreſſed againſt the meſſengers 
only, whom he immediately diſmiſt. And to colour this matter he has falſely repre- 
ſented this as the act of Marine and Thomſon alone, and that it was done at a time, 
the moſt critical to diſtreſs him, when a Muſical farce was to be acted, which was no 
other than Chrononhotonthologos, in which every body knows Muſic bears little or 
no parts To ſuch mean and ungentlemanny artifices is this man obliged to reſort, in 
order to ſcreen his diſhoneſt inclination to pay his debts, and maintain a character, 
which apes that of the fine gentleman, only in its baſeſt and moſt ungenerous parts. 
The Muſicians had the higheſt reaſon to inſiſt for their payment from Digges when 
they found that this conduct was not confined to them alone. The fame complaint 
of e arrears was frequent among the Players themſelves. Their murmurs were be— 
ginning to riſe to a clamour, and have ſince arrived to ſuch a height, that ſeverals of 
the company, and no later than Monday laſt, Mr. and Mrs. Love, abſolutely refuſed 
to act their parts, unleſs their arrears were firlt paid up. = al 
The Muſicians, perceiving that the reſentment of Mr. Digges had unjuſtly fallen 
upon their two brethren on their common account, reſolved to ſhare with them one 
common fate. Mr. Digges had expreſſed to them his reſolution of exerciſing a deſ- 
potic ſway, and diſpoſing abſolutely of their property by forfeiting the money then due 
them. hat was then to be expected? Common ſenſe, and their common intereſt 
pointed out what conduct they ſhould adopt, without the neceſſity of a deep drawn 
combination, which Mr. Digges would inſinuate, to engage them to leave a ſtation, 
Where they were ſubje& to the wanton exerciſe of power lodged with perſons grown 
-giddy for want of controul. . | 
To exaggerate the charge againſt the Muſicians, Mr. Digges accuſes them of pre- 
yenting their other brethren from playing in the theatre, and of endcavouring his ruin 
by ſpreading calumnies concerning hun. The Public cannot but perceive, that they 
| ve 
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have rio authoricy, no coercive power over their brethren. Tf, ſenſible of the juſtice 
of their cauſe, their other brethren will not hazard the meeting with ſuch treatment as 
they have had from the Managers of the theatre, that muſt not be imputed to them. 1 
The Managers have themſelves only to blame. | "1A 

And whatever rumours have been ſpread to the diſadvantage of Mr. Digges, they by 
diſclaim having any hand in them. Mr. Digges is ſufficiently known, without their 2 
aid. He is a ſtranger; and if tradeſmen are ready to take the alarm concerning a man | 
of whom they have ſuch a ſlight hold, it is natural, and who can blame them. 

Mr. Digges cloſes his Addreſs by arrogating no ſmall merit to himſelf, from acts of 
humanity and generoſity to the perſons under his direction; he has paid to the Muſici- 
ans their ſalaries, when indiſpoſed; he has raiſed them, unſolicited. 

The Muſicians only beg that the world will judge, whether Mr. Digges's retaining 
their money after it is gained, whether his ſee ping with the wages of the hireling, as the 
Scripture expreſles it, is compatible with plain honeſty, in place of generoſity and hu- 
manity. of this judicial evidence can be produced; for ſeverals of the Band have 
been drove to the neceſſity of a ſuit againſt him before the Sheriff, for payment of ſome 
bag conſiderable ſums, which is now depending. Neither does any merit acerue to 

im from paying them their ſalaries when indiſpoſed. This is the practice in all the 
theatres in Britain and Ireland, and it is believed, in Europe. And one inſtance onl 
exiſts of his advancing a ſalary, when the perſon advanced played a tenor, a fiddle, and 
a horn; upon all which he performed at different times, and was therefore well worth 
his additional pay. But even this was not obtained, till the perſon threatened to deſiſt 
from performing theſe different parts. In ſhort, the Muſicians challenge him to ſay, if 
they have received a farthing that was not wrought for, or was not due. 

he laſt ſentence of Mr. Digges's paper brings them unwillingly to the ne- | 

ceflity of calling to his remembrance the name of his theatre. They beg he 
will recollect that the principal diverſion there exhibited is a concert, an enter- 
tainment not prohibited by law, to which the other, his theatrical performan- 

ces, are in the eye of law but accidental; that, but for this ſcreen, he and his 
brothren muſt be ſubject to the legal penalties; that fo far they mutually aſſiſt 
each other; and that, altho' their modeſty retains them from arrogating a pro- = 
vince beyond their ſphere, they deſerve however more genteel treatment from | 
the Managers, whom they cannot conſider in another view than collectors or 
ſtewards for the whole company. 


All which is humbly offered to the conſideration of the Public, 
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